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For although Foucault was critical of both semiotics and psychoanalysis, his work
shared certain points of emphasis with each of them. Like the Saussureans he saw
representations as productive of meaning, and so could be taken up in order to elaborate the
post-1968 commonplace that a film’s political effectivity resided less in what it represented
than in how it did so. Thus from Foucaultian standpoint, Teresa de Lauretis wrote of cinema
as ‘a set of regulated procedures, mechanisms and techniques of reality control.” Analysis
would then call into question the reality so constructed, showing that its representations were
historically contingent and that the mode of representation had effects of domination and
subjection through its implication in power relations. Like Lacan too, Foucault conceived of
the subject as a social construction, not an anthropological given. Thus cinema as discourse
assigns identities and particular modes of subjection; it is a strategy ‘operating a kind of
policing of places and identifications available to the subject.” More specifically, it was
possible to apply Foucault’s idea of sexuality as produced by discourse to cinema, which
could be seen as exemplifying ‘the development of sexuality by its endless investigations and
confessions, its revealing and concealing... its mechanisms of capture and seduction,
confrontation and mutual reinforcement.” Hence, as with other varieties of subjection through
discourse, the analysis of discursive operations as arbitrary and historically contingent would
open up the alternative of other discursive forms, ones offering different perspectives and
different modes of subjectivity.

(Robert Lapsley and Michael Westlake, Film Theory: An Introduction, Manchester
University Press, 1988, p. 20.) (40%)
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1. From the earliest times, artists used coloured pigments to define images by outline.
Throughout the world the great majority of paintings have been executed in this linear way,
with strongly marked contours which are, of course, rarely apparent in nature. Not until the
late fifteenth century did European artists begin to use colour to define forms without outlines,
in what is nowadays called a painterly technique, facilitated by the development of oil paint.
They also began to distinguish between the colours of objects seen in clear diffused daylight,
called local color, and those taken on by juxtaposition, by reflection — as in the glow of the
setting sun — and when seen at a distance.

(Hugh Honour & John Fleming, 4 World History of Art, Lawrence King, 7th edition, 2009.)
(20%)

2. My further suggestion is that Honda’s reflections may be read almost as if their ultimate
point of reference were not the figure of the voyeur so much as that of the photographer,
whose relation to his or her subjects has frequently been described in terms of voyurism and
one of whose traditional approaches has been to depict persons who for one reason or another
are unaware of being photoraphed, often because they are absorbed in whatever they are
doing, thinking, or feeling. As Susan Sontag puts it, ‘There is something on people’s faces
when they don’t know they are being observed that never apperas when they do.’



(Michael Fried, Why Photography Matters as Art as Never Before, Yale University Press,
2008, pp. 29-30.) (20%)
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