2025 Visiting Scholar Program: Professor Yuniya Kawamura

Professor Yuniya Kawamura is an internationally renowned scholar in fashion sociology
and currently a Professor of Sociology at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT), State
University of New York (SUNY). Her interdisciplinary approach merges sociology,
cultural studies, symbolic interactionism, social theory, and Japanese fashion culture,
critically exploring fashion as both a social construct and a cultural phenomenon.
Kawamura is particularly noted for seminal works such as Fashion-ology: An
Introduction to Fashion Studies (2005) and Doing Research in Fashion and Dress (2011).
She has devoted her career to investigating how fashion operates through interactions
between cultural dynamics and social mechanisms, significantly influencing

contemporary understandings of fashion as a sociological phenomenon.

We are honored to invite Professor Yuniya Kawamura to Taiwan to introduce and
demonstrate sociological research methods in fashion studies, thus deepening our

understanding of fashion—not merely as clothing or style, but as a dynamic cultural



practice embedded within broader social processes. Through Professor Kawamura's
lecture series, we also hope to foster interdisciplinary dialogue between visual culture
studies and fashion studies, focusing particularly on "Fashion as a Subject of Visual
Culture." Her insights will guide us in exploring how contemporary fashion shapes
social identities, expresses cross-cultural representations, and performs visually across

various media.

Lecture Series on Fashion Studies
Lecture |
Aug 25 (Mon) 14:30-16:30

Venue: The Second Conference Room, Auditorium and Activity Center, Yang Ming

Campus (Taipei), NYCU.
Moderator: Prof. Jui-Chi Liu (Institute of Visual Studies)

Title: Lolita and Decora: the "Kawaii" Aesthetic Movement from Harajuku to the

World
Abstract

Lolita and Decora are the two youth subcultures with distinct aesthetic expressions
that emerged in the mid to late 1990s in Harajuku which has become a hub of the
“kawaii” culture and fashion. Lolita fashion is inspired by the 19th-century Victorian
dress with frills and ribbons, while Decora fashion is all about wearing vibrant, neon
colors from head to toe. Subculture is not only an aesthetic phenomenon but also an
ideological phenomenon. | explore and investigate why these styles that emphasize
the concept of “kawaii” (cute) are sweeping the world and are becoming popular

among the youths outside Japan.

Lecture Il
Aug 26 (Tue) 10:30-12:30

Venue: HC203, 2F, Humanities Bldg. 3, Guanfu Campus (Hsinchu), NYCU.



Moderator: Prof. Wen-Shu Lai
(Dean, College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences)

Title: Cultural Appreciation and Appropriation of Folk and Indigenous Dress and

Needlework in Western Fashion
Abstract

European and American designers have always been influenced and inspired by folk
and indigenous dress and needlework, such as embroidery techniques and design
motifs, since they are different, unique, and “exotic”. However, in recent years, with
the accelerated development of social media, protests and criticisms against the use
of these designs in the creative field have been loud, explicit, and quick. In my
presentation, | examine where we draw a line between appreciation and appropriation
and question the ownership of culture, which may result in the separation between

insiders and outsiders.

Forum
Aug 29 (Fri)  14:30-16:00
Venue: Room 201, Front Building, Zi Xing Building, Yang Ming Campus (Taipei), NYCU.

Title : Fashion and Visual Culture (Academic Roundtable Discussion)

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Louis Lo (Director, The Centre for Art & Design, NYCU )

Keynote Discussant: Prof. Yuniya Kawamura

Discussants:

Assoc. Prof. Shih-Yin Lin (Chair, Department of Styling and Cosmetology, Tainan

University of Technology)

Assoc. Prof. Chia-Hua Yeh (Institute of Visual Culture Studies)




We warmly welcome all guests to attend.
Transportation information for each lecture venue is provided below.

https://www.nycu.edu.tw/ga/en/app/artwebsite/view?module=artwebsite&id=1394
&serno=lee7af52-c034-4041-9937-5cdbdf90df58



https://www.nycu.edu.tw/ga/en/app/artwebsite/view?module=artwebsite&id=1394&serno=1ee7af52-c034-4041-9937-5cdbdf90df58
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